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Maria del Carmen Zuihiga is a Colombian researcher renowned for her studies on aquatic insects and
especially for the description of several new species for South America. She was born in Popayan, Colom-
bia and obtained degrees in chemical technology and biology from the Universidad del Valle in Cali, Colombia.
She later obtained a master’s in environmental engineering and in 2018 received an honorary doctoral degree in
Biology from the same university for her contributions on the ecology and taxonomy of aquatic insects. Her
work has focused on stoneflies, mayflies, caddisflies, and aquatic beetles. She has described nearly 50 new
species and reported new records of aquatic insects in Colombia. Additionally, Dr. Zahiga has contributed to
research on water quality and the environmental impact of toxic residues in Colombia. After her retirement in
1998, she continued to do research in the biology department at Universidad del Valle and co-founded the
aquatic insects’ collection at the entomological museum (MUSENUV). The stonefly collection at MUSENUV is one
of the largest in the Neotropics. She has co-authored several books including “South American Stoneflies
(Plecoptera)” which is the basis for identification of stoneflies in the Neotropics. Dr. Zafiga continues to mentor
students and build collaborations throughout South America to study the undescribed diversity of insects in
aquatic environments.
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