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Four New Species of Zeugnomyia and Topomyia

Baisas pioneered the study of mosquitoes in the Philippines, and his works contributed great-
ly to the control of malaria. Baisas was the first Filipino trained as a malaria technician by the Inter-
national Health Division of the Rockefeller Foundation. Most of his research was conducted while
employed as an entomologist by the US Army’s 3rd General Medical Laboratory and the Philippine’s
Institute of Malariology. Baisas enhanced the development of mosquito systematics through tax-
onomic studies of 71 new mosquito species. His research established the knowledge base for the
Philippine mosquito vectors of malaria. In 1955, the Philippine Government named him among the
country’s Ten Outstanding Scientists, awarding him a gold medal and a Diploma of Honor for his
contributions to the study of malaria and mosquitoes in the Philippines. Baisas was a prolific author
who published scholarly scientific works up until his death in 1973. His publications are archived at
the Smithsonian Institution in Washington DC, where specimens of the mosquito species he discov-
ered are also preserved.
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