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(Agapostemon spp.)

Agapostemon is a widespread 
genus of bees in North America, 
with 14 known species across the 
United States and Canada. Most 
species have a metallic green head 
and thorax with a black and yellow 
striped abdomen, however some 
species may be entirely green. Their 
bright metallic green coloration 
gives rise to their common name: the 
metallic  green bees.

All Agapostemon are generalist 
foragers, meaning they have no floral 
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preference. Like other members of 
Halictidae, they are short-tongued 
and have difficulty extracting nectar 
from deep flowers. Agapostemon 
can often be observed foraging 
throughout the summer and fall on 
plants in the family Asteraceae, such 
as the sunflower in the above image.

Agapostemon can be found nesting 
in the ground across a variety of soil 
types, from very sandy to thick clay. 
Most species are solitary, however 
some will nest communally. In these 

cases, multiple females may share 
a single nest entrance, but each 
individual builds and provisions her 
own brood cells. 
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(Sphecodes spp.)

Also known as blood bees due 
to their abdomens’ bright red 
coloration, Sphecodes bees are 
common parasites of sweat 
bees (Halictidae).  They are found 
worldwide, except in Australia, and 
are active in the spring through 
early fall.

Like other cleptoparasites, their 
bodies are heavily sculpted and 
lack pollen collecting hairs. Most 

cleptoparasitic bees lay their eggs 
in the host nest and leave their 
larvae to destroy the host egg. 
Sphecodes bees differ from this 
behavior. Instead, the Sphecodes 
female will enter the host nest and 
kill existing eggs before replacing 
it with her own.  

Some species of Sphecodes bees 
can be found living alongside 
their hosts in the nest. Many of 

their host bees exhibit a form of 
sociality; meaning nest members 
cooperate to build and prepare 
nest cells for their offspring. 
Finding Sphecodes bees living in 
the nest suggests these species 
may also be social parasites 
capable of taking over the role of 
“queen” and continuously laying 
eggs in the host’s place. 
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