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(Agapostemon spp.)

Agapostemon is a widespread 
genus of bees in North America, 
with 14 known species across the 
United States and Canada. Most 
species have a metallic green head 
and thorax with a black and yellow 
striped abdomen, however some 
species may be entirely green. Their 
bright metallic green coloration 
gives rise to their common name: the 
metallic  green bees.

All Agapostemon are generalist 
foragers, meaning they have no floral 

This publication is available in alternative media on request.
Penn State is an equal opportunity, affirmative action employer, and is committed to providing employment opportunities 
to all qualified applicants without regard to race, color, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national 
origin, disability or protected veteran status. U.Ed SCI 19-93

preference. Like other members of 
Halictidae, they are short-tongued 
and have difficulty extracting nectar 
from deep flowers. Agapostemon 
can often be observed foraging 
throughout the summer and fall on 
plants in the family Asteraceae, such 
as the sunflower in the above image.

Agapostemon can be found nesting 
in the ground across a variety of soil 
types, from very sandy to thick clay. 
Most species are solitary, however 
some will nest communally. In these 

cases, multiple females may share 
a single nest entrance, but each 
individual builds and provisions her 
own brood cells. 

 By Rachel McLaughlin 
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HALLOWEEN PENNANT 
DRAGONFLY (Celithemis eponina)

The Halloween pennant 
dragonfly is a striking dragonfly 
found across the eastern United 
States.  

The Halloween pennant gets its 
name from its amber colored 
wings marked with large, dark 
bands and its perching behavior. 
Adults often sit on the tips of 
vegetation, swaying in the wind 
like small pennants.

Halloween pennants are active 
during the summer months and 
live near bodies of water, like 
ponds, marshes, and lakes. Males 
of this species are not territorial. 
Adults are incredibly strong 
flyers, and can be spotted flying 
during rain and strong wind. Like 
most dragonflies, they feed upon 
smaller insects like mosquitoes.

By Rachel McLaughlin


