CUCKOO
BEE
SWEAT BEE
(Nomada
spp.) spp.)
(Agapostemon

Agapostemon
is a widespread
Kleptoparasites,
or cuckoo bees,
genus
of bees
in North
America,
place their
eggs
inside
the nest
with
species
the
cells 14
of known
host bees.
Theacross
parasite’s
United States and Canada. Most
larvae hatch and attack the host
species have a metallic green head
larvae. They often have enormous
and thorax with a black and yellow
mandibles
they use to either
striped abdomen, however some
incapacitate
the
host larvae
or
species may be
entirely
green. Their
destroy
any unhatched
host eggs.
bright metallic
green coloration
gives
rise tothen
their eats
common
name: the
The larvae
the pollen
metallic
green
provisions
andbees.
continue to grow
as any other bee. The following
All Agapostemon are generalist
year the parasite emerges in sync
foragers, meaning they have no floral
with its host and the cycle repeats.

Nomada,
such
themembers
one
preference.
Likeas
other
of
Halictidae,
they
short-tongued
shown
here,
areare
among
the
and have
difficultyencountered
extracting nectar
most
commonly
from deep flowers.
Agapostemon
kleptoparasitic
bees.
Their red
can often be observed foraging
coloration and hairless bodies
throughout the summer and fall on
give them an appearance
plants in the family Asteraceae, such
more
to wasps
than image.
as thesimilar
sunflower
in the above
to other bees. Most species
of
Nomada are
parasites
Agapostemon
can
be foundofnesting
in the ground
across and
a variety
of soil
species
of Andrena
can be
types,hovering
from veryinches
sandy to
thick clay.
seen
above
Mostground
speciesin
are
solitary,
the
search
of however
a nest.
some will nest communally. In these
Interestingly, some male Nomada

Bug

Month
of the

cases, multiple
females
may
share
secrete
odors that
smell
similar
a single
nest entrance,
to
the scents
emittedbut
by each
female
individual
provisionsthe
her
host
bees.builds
Thereand
is evidence
own brood cells.
male’s secreted scent rubs off onto
the female parasitic bee, which
By Rachel McLaughlin
may provide an advantage to her
entering a host nest.

By Rachel McLaughin

This publication is available in alternative media on request.
Penn State is an equal opportunity, affirmative action employer, and is committed to providing employment opportunities
to all qualified applicants without regard to race, color, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national
origin, disability or protected veteran status. U.Ed SCI 19-93

